








June 4, 2009
Environmental Protection Agency

EPA Docket Center (EPA/DC)

Mail Code 6102T

Attention Docket No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0508

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20460

RE: 
Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases; Proposed Rule (Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0508)
IPC – Association Connecting Electronics – is pleased to submit the following comments on the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) Mandatory Reporting of Greenhouse Gases (Proposed Rule). In general, IPC supports the EPA’s decision to focus on the large, direct sources of greenhouse gases by setting the reporting threshold at 25,000 tons per year. These sources of greenhouse gases are the most significant contributors to atmospheric content of greenhouse gases, and therefore the logical focus of the regulation.
IPC, a global trade association, represents all facets of the electronic interconnection industry, including design, printed board manufacturing and electronics assembly. Printed boards and electronic assemblies are used in a variety of electronic devices that include computers, cell phones, pacemakers, and sophisticated missile defense systems. As a member-driven organization and leading source for industry standards, training, market research and public policy advocacy, IPC supports programs to meet the needs of an estimated $1.7 trillion global electronics industry. Although IPC members include electronic giants, sixty percent of IPC members meet the Small Business Administration’s definition of “small business.”
IPC believes that the proposed threshold is appropriate for EPA to gather adequate data for future use and should not be lowered. IPC’s membership is primarily made up of small and medium-sized businesses. A lower threshold would bring a number of these businesses into the scope of the rule and require them to report their emissions, which would be an administrative and costly burden. 
IPC also supports the narrow scope proposed in the rule. Focusing on direct sources of greenhouse gases, fossil fuel suppliers, and industrial greenhouse gas suppliers will give EPA the most accurate data in regards to determining where the bulk of greenhouse gases originate from. The proposed narrow scope will also enable the EPA to more effectively/efficiently enforce the reporting rule. 
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In conclusion, we support EPA’s intention to require large, direct sources of greenhouse gases to report their emissions. We feel that the proposed threshold is adequate and will provide EPA with the data needed for future greenhouse gas regulations. IPC appreciates the opportunity to offer these comments. Should you have any questions, please contact me at 703-522-0225.
Sincerely,

Stephanie Castorina
Manager, Environmental Programs
